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Jay Walker on the world’s English mania
http://www.ted.com/talks/lang/eng/jay_walker_on_the_world_s_english_mania.html
Main ideas & details

1. Circle the three types of mania that Walker mentions:
sports			religious		
fashion			global
music			Beatle
2. What three adjectives does Walker use to describe manias?
bad			good		
deadly			emotional
alarming		scary

3. How many people worldwide are learning English? _______________________
4. Which four countries/areas does Walker mention in regard to English learning?
Latin America		India		
North America		UAE
South Africa		Southeast Asia
China			Middle East
5. How does he compare a person’s native language to English?  What does knowing English allow people to do?

6. Math is the language of ______________________________; music is the language of _______________________________; English is becoming the language of _______________________________.
7. In the end, does Walker think that “English mania” is positive or negative?   Explain.

8. What is the main point of this talk?
a. To explain the best way to learn English
b. To show how learning English can be beneficial
c. To compare English to mathematics and music

Presentation
1. How does Walker get the audience’s attention?  What is his hook?



2. Listen to this section.  Circle the words that have extra stress.  Put a slash (/) between words where the speaker pauses.  Why does he stress certain words and pause between others? 
Imagine a student taking a giant test for three full days. Her score on this one test literally determines her future. She studies 12 hours a day for three years to prepare. 25 percent of her grade is based on English. It's called the Gaokao. And 80 million high school Chinese students have already taken this grueling test. The intensity to learn English is almost unimaginable - unless you witness it.

3. What kinds of visual aids does Walker use?  Are they effective?  Why or why not?







Vocabulary 
Look at these words from the talk. What part of speech are they?  Write a definition for each word.  Use www.ldoce.com if you cannot figure out the meaning.
	Word
	Part of Speech
	Definition

	vision
	
	

	alarming
	
	

	deadly
	
	

	literally
	
	

	intensity
	
	

	global 
	
	

	climate
	
	

	poverty
	
	

	hunger
	
	

	emotion
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