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Cynthia Schneider: The surprising spread of "Idol" TV 
http://www.ted.com/talks/lang/eng/cynthia_schneider_the_surprising_spread_of_idol_tv.html
Main ideas & details
1. What is the main point of this talk?
a. To explain how TV talent competitions work
b. To explain why “American Idol” is so popular
c. To explain how TV talent competitions are changing tribal societies

2. How does Schneider think Poet of the Millions and Afghan Star have affected women?
Women see an example of women in public, competing with men.
“This has opened up the door, particularly for women. And in the last season there were two women in the finalists.”
“So just by presenting herself, and being in competition with men… it sets a very important example for young women… these are young women in the audience of the program -- in Abu Dahbi, but also people in the viewing audience.”
3. What other effects have these shows had in the UAE and Afghanistan?
They are making traditional art forms (and culture) more popular.
“By using this engaging popular format for traditional, local culture, it actually, in the Gulf, is precipitating a revival of interest in Nabati poetry, also in traditional dress and dance and music. And for Afghanistan where the Taliban banned music for many years, it is reintroducing their traditional music. They don't sing pop songs, they sing Afghan music.”

4. What is the Afghani show “The Candidate” about?
People put themselves forward as political candidates and the audience votes for them. (=virtual democracy?)
“…is a new program called "The Candidate." And in this program people present  policy platforms that are then voted on. Many of them are too young to run for president. But by putting the issues out there, they are influencing the presidential race.”

Presentation
1. At the start of her talk, Schneider asks a question. What is it?  Why does she ask this?
“I'd like to ask you, what do these three people have in common?”
She asks this to engage the audience.  She doesn’t expect an answer, but she gets them thinking about how these very different-looking people could somehow be related. Great attention-getter to start a talk!

2. Read this part of the transcript. Find two examples of “signposts” and underline them.
I hope I'll be able to show you how these merit-based competitions, with equal access to everyone, with the winner selected via voting by SMS, are changing tribal societies. And I'm going to focus on Afghanistan and the Arab world with the UAE, how they're changing tribal societies, not by introducing Western ideas, but by being integrated into the language in those places.

This is her “thesis statement” – letting the audience know where she intends to go in her talk.

3. Listen to this section.  Circle the words that have extra stress.  Why does she put stress on these words? 
Now you'd think that "American Idol" would introduce a measure of Americanization. But actually, just the opposite is happening.
She’s contrasting two things: what we expect, and what is true. This is a very common pattern to introduce surprising information: “One would think/You might think/You’d expect….But in fact/actually/it turns out..”

4. What kind of visual aids (PowerPoint, video, graphs) does Schneider show? Are they effective?
She uses slides (with VERY little or no text!) and video clips to illustrate the TV shows and documentaries that she is talking about. They seem to support her talk without distracting too much, so they are probably effective.


Vocabulary 
Look at these words from the talk. What part of speech are they?  How are they used in the talk? Write a definition for each word.
	
	Part of Speech
	Definition

	access
	n
	the right to participate

	culture
	n
	customs, behaviour, traditions, norms, values, beliefs

	ethnic
	adj
	tribe or people

	final
	adj
	last

	focus
	v
	concentrate

	formulation
	n
	version, example

	integrate
	v
	combined with, becoming part of

	issue
	n
	problem, concern, topic

	policy
	n (modifier)
	political agenda, what you hope to do in office

	select
	v (participial adj)
	choose

	traditional
	adj
	passed down from previous generations
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