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Cynthia Schneider: The surprising spread of "Idol" TV 
http://www.ted.com/talks/lang/eng/cynthia_schneider_the_surprising_spread_of_idol_tv.html
Main ideas & details
1. What is the main point of this talk?
a. To explain how TV talent competitions work
b. To explain why “American Idol” is so popular
c. To explain how TV talent competitions are changing tribal societies

2. How does Schneider think Poet of the Millions and Afghan Star have affected women?

3. What other effects have these shows had in the UAE and Afghanistan?


4. What is the Afghani show “The Candidate” about?


Presentation
1. At the start of her talk, Schneider asks a question. What is it?  Why does she ask this?



2. Read this part of the transcript. Find two examples of signposts and underline them.
I hope I'll be able to show you how these merit-based competitions, with equal access to everyone, with the winner selected via voting by SMS, are changing tribal societies. And I'm going to focus on Afghanistan and the Arab world with the UAE, how they're changing tribal societies, not by introducing Western ideas, but by being integrated into the language in those places.


3. Listen to this section.  Circle the words that have extra stress.  Why does she put stress on these words? 
Now you'd think that "American Idol" would introduce a measure of Americanization. But actually, just the opposite is happening.

4. What kind of visual aids (PowerPoint, video, graphs) does Schneider show? Are they effective?


Vocabulary 
Look at these words from the talk. What part of speech are they?  How are they used in the talk? Write a definition for each word.
	
	Part of Speech
	Definition

	access
	
	

	culture
	
	

	ethnic
	
	

	final
	
	

	focus
	
	

	formulation
	
	

	integrate
	
	

	issue
	
	

	policy
	
	

	select
	
	

	traditional
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