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donating have contributed to that. We
will proudly wear out Mount shirts as
we join the thousands of others walking
to make a difference and to help all
those affected by breast cancer.

At my sisters funeral, her husband
said “look around at the hundreds of

Catholic, and apostollc church when we
have such great members lifting each
other up. Even if we don't get our med-
ical miracles there are always gifts of
peace, trust, hope, etc.”

I'd like to add to that and say that we
are proud to be members of this Mount
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To the Mount community:

My great fondness for you, my col- |
leagues and students, makes writing this
letter very difficult. Yet it is because of
this very fondness that I feel compelled
to share with you some of my reasons
for leaving the Mount.

Although there are a host of personal
and professional contributing factors,
ultimately, my decision to leave is moti-
vated by concern about gradual but
marked changes in the character and
direction of our institution, changes
which, if left unchecked, will continue to
grow in momentum and force in the
coming years.

At the heart of our institution is a
creative and dynamic tension between
our commitment to liberal learning and
our identity as a Catholic institution.
For decades, the Mount has been a
place where this rich dialogue between
faith and reason was celebrated. When
it is embraced openly and humbly, this
complex and difficult exchange chal-
lenges us to become better scholars,
teachers, students, and community
members. In such an atmosphere, rea-
son can deepen and enhance faith,
while faith can illuminate and enrich
reason. : :

Sadly, the institutional embrace of
this dynamic and often messy dialogue
between faith and reason can no longer
be taken for granted. Our long-stand-
ing tradition of being an open, diverse,.

and dynamic community of inquirers
is rapidly being replaced with an
atmosphere that is more narrow, uni-
form, and dogmatic. Rich and nuanced
conversations about what it means to
be a vibrant Catholic university in
America are being replaced with
superficial gestures and simplistic
“nose counting.” As Pope Benedict XVI
reminded us during his visit with

“Catholic college and university presi-

dents, “Catholic identity is not
dependent upon statistics.”

Though many seem to imply other-
wise, the Catholic intellectual tradition
is not a single, undifferentiated stream
of thought. There are many branching
tributaries and estuaries, each of which
is an essential part of the whole.
Debate, disagreement, and controversy
are not only an essential part of the
academy, they are necessary to a truly
reasoned faith. -

At the Mount, an increasingly insu-
lar and reactionary atmosphere is now
suffocating these once dynamic con-
versations. If it is to blossom, the frag-
ile dialectic between faith and reason
must be situated firmly in the ground
of a humble recognition of our own
fallibility. Arrogance and hubris quick-
ly degenerate into a deadening dog-
matism that weakens faith and blocks
the road to genuine inquiry. So
marked are these changes that even
some senior colleagues who have ded-

icated so much of their lives to the
Mount no longer feel welcome or at

home here.
As the Mount stands on the threshold

of its third century, it is my sincere hope
that it will once again embrace its iden-
tity as a broad, pluralistic, and diverse
community of inquirers, that it will
embrace fully the difficult, complex,
and nuanced dialogue between faith
and reason, and that it will recognize
again that genuine diversity of perspec-
tive, background, and interest are not
regrettable areas for improvement, they
are essential characteristics of a vital
community.

While in one sense this letter serves as
a goodbye, I hope that my thoughts will
provoke the sort of conversation that has
been painfully absent in the face of these
fundamental changes to an institution
that we love. May the Mount welcome
its third century with the courage to
embrace fully the creative tension inher-
ent in its identity as a “Catholic liberal
arts institution of higher education dedi-
cated to liberal learning in the pursuit of
truth.”

Respectfully yours,
Brian G. Henning, Ph.D.
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